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From slave to freedom fighter:\; that was the long and hard journey taken by Frederick Douglass. Douglass was America’\;s first great civil rights leader, and he threw off the physical, mental, and legal chains of slavery to become one of the greatest champions for human rights. Frances E. Ruffin explores this figure in all his complexity, and captures the hardships Douglass endured as he fought for justice.

Children's Literature
Frederick Douglass was an amazing man. He was America's first great civil rights leader. Author Ruffin paints a picture of an extraordinary man who was born into slavery and eventually became an abolitionist, supported women's rights, and helped other slaves escape from slavery through the Underground Railroad. Douglas was born in February 1818 in Tuckahoe, Maryland, to a slave named Harriet Bailey. His mother was too exhausted from working for her slave owners, so Frederick was raised by his elderly grandparents. At the age of six he was taken to a plantation and left there to work as a slave. He learned the alphabet at a young age and began reading speeches when he was only twelve. When Frederick was eight years old, his owner became ill and could not manage the plantation any longer. He hired his slaves out to other farms, but the owner's daughter had noticed the young boy and thought he was special. She arranged for Frederick to live with her brother-in-law, Hugh Auld, and his wife, Sophia, in Baltimore, Maryland. Although he was still a slave, Douglass had opportunities living with the Auld family. He ate well, had decent clothes, and learned how to read. Eventually, he was sent to live in the village of St. Michael's where he had a harder life, working in the kitchen of another member of the Auld family. Douglass saw how other slaves were beaten, sold, and treated badly. He wanted freedom from slavery and escaped North to New York City. He published his first autobiography in 1845 and followed it up ten years later with a second one called 
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